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July 28, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR DR. KISSINGER 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


W. R. Smyser 



Proposed Text For Ambassador Bruc 


e * s First Speech 


asked us to clear a telegram approving the following text 
for Ambassador Bruce's first public statement in Paris: 

BEGIN TEXT 

AS Prestdent N “°" has stated, the United States is renewing 
its efforts to reach a negotiated settlement of the tragic conflict in Viet- 
nam, a settlement that will bring a just and lasting peace, ft is mjr 

earnest hope that discussions between our two sides will now enter a 
more productive phase. 

"2. The United States desires an earl), negotiated settlement of 

the war. We do not seek a military solution. We seek no military ba 
in South Vietnam. We insist on no military ties. 

"3. Both sides have spoken of the one essential condition for such 
a settlement, that the Vietnamese people have the opportunity to determine 
their own future without outside interference. For the people of South 
Vietnam to be able to determine their fubrre without outside interference 
they should be free of the use of force and the threat of force from what- 


ses 


ever quarter. 
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"4, To this end we have proposed the withdrawal of all non-South 
Vietnamese forces from South Vietnam, The United States has been 
withdrawing its forces from South Vietnam in substantial numbers. By 
the spring of next year these forces will have been reduced by over 265, 000 
men, 

M 5, Regarding a political settlement in South Vietnam, our proposals 
and those of the government of the Republic of Vietnam for a free electoral 
process run parallel to your own expressed desire for free elections. 

What is needed now are specific and concrete discussions in good faith 
by the parties directly concerned, for example, of the timing and modalities 
of elections -- how such elections will be organized and carried out, by 
whom and under what guarantees. We will abide by the outcome of the 
political process agreed upon, 

n 6. The issues relating to the treatment and early release of prisoners 
of war held by both sides need to be resolved as well. This is a subject 
of deep concern to all Americans. Steps are being taken in regard to 
treatment and release of prisoners which would be a welcome contribu- 
tion to the renewal of our own efforts to bring peace to Vietnam, 

n 7. I ask you to consider these ideas carefully. They are presented 
with a view to facilitating an early negotiated settlement which gives due 
consideration to the legitimate concers of both sides. We #<et forth no 
pre-conditions to negotiations. Both sides need to examine each other 1 s 
position realistically. We both need to take another look. 
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"8. If we set about our task at these meetings in this spirit, I 
believe we will find the way to a genuine negotiation of a settlement of 

the Vietnam conflict, I ask for your cooperation in this task, I offer 
you mine, 11 

END TEXT 

The basic text was drafted by Ambassador Habib, apparently on the 
basis of discussions held here during Ambassador Bruce's most recent 
visit. Paragraph seven, dealing with political settlement, was wired in 
by Bruce from Saigon, with Ambassador Bunker's concurrence, Habib 
also sent in a paragraph calling for private meetings, which State has 
(I think properly) deleted. 

A counter-draft has now been proposed by Carl Salans, a Deputy 
Legal Adviser at State and a member of our Paris delegation until his 
return to Washington one month ago. Salans' draft is designed to drop 
the review of our previous positions and instead to substitute very 
general and very conciliatory language, Sullivan asked me to send you 
Salans' draft as well as the State draft so that he can discuss both papers 
with you in San Clemente on Thursday, 

Salans' text changes paragraphs 4 through 7 as follows: 

BEGIN TEXT 

4. In the course of the past 18 months, we have made a number of 
proposals for a settlement based on these principles. You have also 
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made certain proposals* What is required now is an effort to narrow 
the differences between the two sides and to find a basis of agreement, 

M 5. As a result of the discussion thus far, we know what the 
central issues are to which we must now turn our attention with renewed 
vigor. These issues are the withdrawal of troops, a political settlement 
and prisoners of war. 

n 6. In so doing, I hope that we can avoid propaganda and harsh 
language and settle down to business-like discussion of issues. It is 
also time, I suggest, to set aside the language of preconditions and of 
demands for one-sided action. 

"7. I am here, ladies and gentlemen, to discuss all of the proposals 
we have made both in public and in private as well as to discuss the pro- 
posals you have made. Our purpose is to reach the earliest possible 
negotiated settlement which gives due consideration to the legitimate 
concerns of both sides. We set forth no preconditions to negotiation. 

Both sides need to examine each other* s position realistically. We both 

« 

need to take another look. " 

END TEXT 

I think Salans is right in questioning whether we should use the first 
meeting to rehash our positions. Without urging any departure from those 
positions, which I think are already very lean, I think it would be more 
appropriate for our new spokesman to use his first session for a 


SECRET/NODIS/ PARIS MEETINGS 


. * 





c 


SECRET/ NODIS/PARIS MEETINGS 


- 5 - 


discussion of purpose rather than of specifics. If he is then confronted 

with the other side's usual demands he can outline our position more 

fully later, but at least he will have put forth a positive- sounding first 
statement. (FYI - we speak first on August 6. ) 

However, I do not believe that we need to make too many statements 

about "narrowing the differences" or about "we both need to take another 

look. " Any such statements will just put more pressure on the President 
for new moves. 

Thus I recommend the following wording as a substitute for the 
present paragraphs 4 through 7: 

BEGIN TEXT 

"We all know the problems we face in negotiating a solution which 
will guarantee this essential condition. We all know the issues which are 
central to a solution, including withdrawal of forces, political settlement, 
and exchange of prisoners of war. I hope we can use these meetings to 
resolve these problems and issues, without resort to invective and without 
demands for preconditions and unilateral actions. 


f f 


The President has asked me to be prepared to discuss all the 


pro- 


posals which have been made by your side and by our side. Our purpose 

is to reach the earliest possible negotiated settlement which will give due 

consideration to the legitimate concerns of both sides. With this in mind, 

we set forth no preconditions to negotiations. We are prepared, as we 

hope you are, to examine and discuss all the many problems which divide 
us and to try to reach fair and equitable s 


END TEXT 
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